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Insects

Art and Design



Making Insect
Sculptures



Aim
• I can make a 3D model. 
• I can tell you about the artist Jennifer Angus.

Success Criteria
• I can roll and scrunch paper.

• I can fix modelled paper into place with tape to make an insect shape.

• I can tell you the names of at least two pieces of Jennifer Angus’s artwork.

• I can tell you two interesting facts about Jennifer Angus’s life.

• I can share something interesting about her work.



Jennifer Angus



Looking at Pattern



Angus was originally a textile artist.

Angus pins dead insects to the walls in patterns 
that repeat. She wants to make the insects look 
beautiful.

All of the insects she uses in her work are real. 
She owns over 30,000 bugs.

Angus tries to use Victorian patterns to inspire her 
insect designs.

All About Jennifer Angus
(Born 1961)
Canadian

Angus hopes that her work will make people interested in insects so that more people will help to fight 
against the destruction of their habitats.

Although Angus uses real insects, she tries to reuse the insects from her exhibitions for future displays. If 
the insects become damaged she tries to repair them, or she donates them to school children for 
studying.

Photo courtesy of Topeka & Shawnee County Public Library (@flickr.com) – granted under creative commons licence - attribution



Look at your image.

What can you see in the picture?

Which material has been used to 
make the artwork?

What has the artist made?

Why do you think the artist made it?

How does the image make you feel?

Do you think her work is 
controversial? Why?

Jennifer Angus



Victorian Fancy (Detail)
by Jennifer Angus

Photo courtesy of Curious Expeditions (@flickr.com) – granted under creative commons licence - attribution



Half Dome Shadow Boxes
by Jennifer Angus

Photo courtesy of Curious Expeditions (@flickr.com) – granted under creative commons licence - attribution



Grasshopper, Cicada and Weevil Wallpaper
by Jennifer Angus

Photo courtesy of Curious Expeditions (@flickr.com) – granted under creative commons licence - attribution



What a good insect 
sculpture looks 
like…



What a good insect sculpture looks like…



What a good insect 
sculpture looks like…



What a good insect sculpture looks like…



Making Insect Sculptures

Equipment: newspaper, sellotape or masking tape.

1. Decide which insect you will be making.
2. Roll a sheet of newspaper into a ball.
3. Cover the newspaper ball in a sheet of paper. 

Secure with a piece of tape.  This will be the head.
4. Repeat this process for the thorax and the 

abdomen.
5. Carefully secure each of the body parts together. 

Make sure the parts are strongly attached.



In the Spotlight

Describe what you will do to complete
your model next lesson.

What was most tricky about building
your insect model?

How would you describe Jennifer
Angus’s art work?Question 1

Question 2

Question 3



Aim

Success Criteria

• I can make a 3D model. 
• I can tell you about the artist Jennifer Angus.

• I can roll and scrunch paper.

• I can fix modelled paper into place with tape to make an insect shape.

• I can tell you the names of at least two pieces of Jennifer Angus’s artwork.

• I can tell you two interesting facts about Jennifer Angus’s life.

• I can share something interesting about her work.




